
Special Days (+ Phrasal Verbs)
Here are 5 short articles about special days. Take special notice of the words in bold.





• Questions

A: Day of the Dead (Mex.)
B: Thanksgiving (USA)
C: Remembrance Day (UK/Commonwealth)
D: Halloween (USA)
E: Guy Fawkes’ Night (UK) 

1. Which two days have survived the introduction of Christianity?
2. Which day is not considered a celebration?
3. Which days date back to real historical events?
4. Which day is not associated (directly) with death?
5. Which two take place for more than just one day or one night?



• Phrasal Verbs

1) Happens in…..                 A. Set off

2) Explode*                                     B. Trace/Date back to

3) Have its origin in….            C. Pass away

4) Give                                   D. Tear apart

5) Begin a journey, (here) ignite    E. Do away with

6) Emphasise, highlight              F. Take place

7) Configure, (here) establish   G. Point out

8) Discern, see with difficulty     H. Blow up

9) Separate, divide in pieces*   I. Wipe out

10) Destroy, Decimate*        J. Make out

11) Get rid of, terminate           K. Hand over

12) Die                                     L. Set up

* in both a literal and figurative sense.

• Choose the right phrasal verb

Many of our traditions _______   _______ to events that ______  _______ many 

centuries ago, or to myths or beliefs that have been ______  _______ from 

generation to generation. From these traditions we can _______  _______ what 

life must have been like in the past, and historians and other experts ______  

_____ the importance of preserving this collective memory. This is why many 

societies and associations are _______  ______ - to make sure that these 

traditions are not ______  ______ by the advance of modernity.


